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Nutrition Focus Of Conference 
By LeAnn Harner, Editor 

      “Nutritional Requirements and Feeding Strategies for Goats” 
is the main presentation at our annual conference set for Friday, 
October 11th in Mandan. Charlotte “Chuckie” Heim, Bismarck State 
College’s Animal Nutrition Professor will walk us through reading a 
forage test, reading a feed tag and using that information to bal-
ance a ration for your herd based on their nutritional needs. When 
Chuckie spoke to our group in 2017, people raved about her presenta-
tion and asked for more. We’ll see the actual forages tested and com-
pare how they look to test results. You’ll go home with a much better 
understanding of how to best use the forages and feed you have to 
achieve your herd goals.  If you have tested your forage, bring your 

test with you to compare to the class samples. 
     Former NDSU Extension Sheep & Goat Specialist Dr. Reid Redden will 
join the group remotely from his new position at Texas A&M University to in-
spire you with “The Outlook For Goats In The Ever-Changing US Agricul-
tural Scene.” Reid’s excited about the future of the caprine industry and 
thinks you should be, too. 
     We will again have separate roundtable discussions for 
dairy and meat goat producers. Dr. Whitney Knauer from 
the University of Minnesota vet school will have a Q&A ses-

sion about Udder Health, Mastitis and Testing. This is your chance to 
learn how you can improve your milking practices and help prevent or 

heal udder problems. Dr. Knauer was a presenter at the 
2018 ADGA Conference on this same issue. 
     Our meat goat roundtable will discuss “Keeping Rec-
ords For Profitability.” DGA members Jessica Berndt 
and Evan Whiteford will share what records they keep in 
their operations and how they use that information in determining culls, re-
placement animals and profitability.  From Kentucky State University Dr. Ken 
Andries will join us to discuss the goat component to the National Sheep Im-
provement Program (NSIP). This is a relatively new performance program 
designed for goat producers. He’ll explain how it works and how NSIP may 

help you  make management decisions while helping to build a database that shows perfor-
mance on a national level. 
     We’ll also conduct a youth poster contest that’s open to anyone 18 years and younger. 
You must pre-register your poster, but do not have to be in attendance. (See page 11 for 
details.) 
     Members are encouraged to bring items for the Silent Auction and Cheese Tast-
ing. Registration for Early Bird registrations must be postmarked by October 4th. (See the 
attached registration form or our website.) 
     If you can’t attend the conference, you can use the conference registration form to 
renew your membership. All memberships expire December 31st. 
     I hope you’ll look at the ads for upcoming events at the end of this newsletter. New this 
year we’re hoping to tour a feedlot at Watertown, SD and are looking ahead to an Ad-
vanced Cheesemaking Class in November. Please join us. 
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SOAPMAKING CLASS - Mandan, ND 
Photos by Codi Kuss. 
 
     The DGA’s first soap-
making class was well-
attended and a lot of fun. 
Instructor Jessica Berndt 
from Herreid, SD, provided 
several handouts. Together 
with assistant LeAnn Harner, 
they showed how to create 
soap using goat milk with 
both a hot process and cold 
process method. 
     Participants learned ba-
sics steps to soapmaking, 
how to unmold and cut soap,  
and got ideas on packaging 
and labeling their products. 

     Not everything worked perfectly, so the in-
structors had to solve problems on the fly, 

which partici-
pants liked to 
see.  “That’s 
what happened 
when I tried making soap,” said one person. She 
was pleased to have an answer for what went 
wrong. 
     Each participant went home with three bars of 
soap, instructions, and lists of references sites on 
the internet for supplies, information and videos. 
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Above: Instructor (mad scientist?) Jessica Berndt 
demonstrates safely incorporating lye into liquid for 
the hot process soap. 

Left: The 
extra 
soap 
made in 
class will 
be on the 
Silent 
Auction. 

Above: Students took turns with 
different tasks such as measur-
ing oils, mixing colorants, etc. 

Left and below: Instruction moved from class-
room to outside and back to class again so eve-
ryone could interact. 

mailto:goat@harnerfarm.net
mailto:mcavoydeborahr@live.com
mailto:bckuss@daktel.com
mailto:evan.whiteford.ew@gmail.com
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LINEAR APPRAISAL - Jamestown, ND 
     
     Once again, the American Dairy Goat Association’s 
Linear Appraisal program came to North Dakota. On Au-
gust 1st, five herds were evaluated by a certified appraiser 
with Alpines, Nigerian Dwarfs and Nubians present. 
     Spectators from  Emerado, Watford City and Aberdeen, 
SD attended to watch the appraisals and learn more about 
the process. Along with herd owners, the spectators were 
able to ask questions and gain a better understanding of 
how structural elements work together to create a more 
productive animal. 

 
     If you’d like to participate in 2020, you need to sign up 
with ADGA by January 31st. Keep watch here for more infor-
mation about who will host in North Dakota. 

 Goats in ND History 

    At the joint 100th birth-
day celebration of the 
Bank of North Dakota 

and the Democrat-NPL 
Party, the DGA was 

asked to bring a pair of 
goats to add 
“atmosphere”  
to the party. 

   A goat was the mascot 
for the original Non-

Partisan League organi-
zation. Speeches during 
the day talked about how 

having goats at events 
helped attract people. 

The appraiser measures width across the hips and thurls 
to correlate with height, age and other attributes. 

Does are often appraised with full udders. The after ap-
praisal milk out session usually brings spectators with 
questions about the milking system and milk handling. 
Even those milking out by hand often have spectators 

and questions. 
Photos by Codi Kuss. 

Left: Does are observed walking, then standing naturally 
(not posed) for the appraiser. Owners receive a written  
record of the appraiser by the end of the session. 



EFFECTS OF NUTRITION ON REPRODUCTION 
From a 2017 presentation by Dr. Charles T. Estill, 

Oregon State Extension Veterinarian 
 

     Good nutrition is a key factor in achieving high reproductive success in goats. 
Nutrition impacts every aspect of goat health and fertility for present and possibly fu-
ture generations. Nutrition is the one management factor that producers have 
nearly complete control over and hence, can readily influence productivity through 
nutritional management. 
     There are no nutrients specifically required for reproduction which would not be 
needed for other physiological functions. Reproduction requires most of the same nu-
trients that are essential for maintenance, growth and milk secretion. Nutritional factors 
that cause reproductive failures or reduced efficiency will also have detrimental effects 
on other physiological functions, especially when deficiencies become more pro-
nounced. There are few specific nutrients that will, in themselves, correct reproductive 
problems in goat rations that are balanced to meet general nutritive needs. 
     Since goats are, in general, seasonal breeders, the effects of nutrition of season 
reproductive changes are of significant practical importance. Goats on a high plane 
of nutrition (1.5Xmaintenance) have earlier onset of puberty, cycle sooner in the 
breeding season, and cycle longer in the breeding season if not pregnant. There-
fore, nutritional manipulation allows producers to more evenly spread out kidding and 
hence milk production to meet market or practical demands. 

Specific dietary components 
     Energy - Many reports indicate that fertility is impaired by drought seasons, poor 
pastures, change to lower quality feedstuffs, conditions which produce lower feed in-
take, high milk production which exceeds energy supplies and just plain underfeeding. 
An increase in energy supply is often followed by improved rates of ovulation 
and conception. This phenomenon of "flushing" has long been utilized by sheep 
breeders to increase lamb crops and is equally successful in goats. A lack of energy, 
i.e. supply below the required level of maintenance plus pregnancy, affects kid surviv-
al, the level of milk production and lactation length. 
     Energy supplies have a marked effect on age of puberty and thus on age of 
first kidding. Early breeding to reduce cost of replacements requires sufficient size of 
doelings at first estrus cycles, which means a moderately high level of energy in the 
doeling rations. Insufficient size of doelings at breeding may be followed by kid-
ding problems five months later. Excess energy may also be detrimental physiologi-
cally by producing heavier doelings and reducing conception rates. 
     This may happen to doelings on the show circuit where they tend to receive excess 
attention followed by a generous amount of feed. Actually, many goat exhibitors real-
ize too late that judges do and should discriminate against overconditioning of 
doelings. 
     Pregnant doelings need extra energy not only for their pregnancy, but also to 
continue their growth rate sufficiently. Shortages of energy, especially under range 
conditions, are known to cause not only stunted growth but also abortion in goats. This 
occurs mostly between 90 and 110 days of gestation when undernutrition is especially 
critical to normal fetal development. So-called stress abortion is triggered by low 
maternal blood glucose levels which cause hyperactivity of the fetal adrenal gland. 
This results in elevated abortifacient estrogen levels and the premature expulsion of 
the fetus. After 110 days of gestation, the fetal adrenal is slower acting. 4 

 
 

 
 

 

About the Author: 
 
Dr. Charles  T. Estill has been a 
veterinarian for the past 41 years. 
During his career his  
enthusiasm for veterinary  
medicine has never waned but the 
direction of his efforts has changed 
multiple times.  
 
Dr. Estill practiced, largely as a solo 
mixed-animal practitioner, in North 
Carolina for 10 years. To fulfill a 
longtime ambition of becoming a 
specialist in animal reproduction, 
Dr. Estill pursued advanced training 
at NC State. His first academic job 
was at Mississippi State University. 
 
In 2002 he accepted a position at 
OSU-CVM with the Rural Veterinary 
Practice Service. His years as a 
mixed animal  
practitioner and subsequently as 
both a production medicine and 
reproductive specialist prepared 
him well for the diverse skills need-
ed for this position. 
 
In addition to his responsibilities at 
the CVM, Dr. Estill became a Food 
Animal Extension  
Veterinarian in 2007. This  
position has afforded him  
opportunity to travel rural  
Oregon and interact with its  
livestock-owning public. This posi-
tion greatly enhanced Dr. Estill’s 
understanding of Oregon produc-
tion systems and  
facilitated his development as a 
popular educational speaker. 

No matter the breed, good nutrition is necessary for reproduction. 

continued next page 
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However, maternal hyperadrenalism can also stem from un-
dernutrition and low blood glucose resulting in dead or auto-
lyzed fetuses. Thus, abortion can often be prevented by 
sufficient nutrition because many fertility problems can be 
considered a temporary reaction to a negative energy bal-
ance. 
     Protein - The relationship of protein to reproduction is sim-
ilar to that of energy and the two nutrients interact to a large 
extent. Even when energy supplies are adequate, a shortage 
of protein will impair fertility, cause delayed onset of pu-
berty, lengthen anestrus of goats and result in weak ex-
pression of estrus if it occurs. Additional protein require-
ments for goats during the late stages of pregnancy have 
been recommended by the National Research Council at lev-
els equal to the nutritional needs for producing 2.5 lb of milk at 
4.0% fat per day. On the other hand, excessive protein is not 
only an economic waste but feeding is costly and can lead to 
posthitis or sheath-rotin male goats, especially those in con-
finement. 
     Phosphorus and Vitamin D - A phosphorus deficiency 
is more likely than a calcium deficiency in grazing goats 
because of phosphorus deficient forages. Adequate phospho-
rus supplementation for high producing dairy goats is critical. 
A level of 0.4 % P in the total ration is recommended. The 
ratio of calcium to phosphorus should not be much different 
from 1.2:1.0. Excess dietary phosphorus has been associated with the occurrence of urinary calculi, particularly in con-
fined bucks. In such cases a Ca:P ratio of 1.5:1.0 or greater is recommended. 
     Reproductive problems such as low first service conception rates and silent heats have been related to wide Ca:P 
ratios and to phosphorus deficiencies. Vitamin D has also been implicated through its effect on phosphorus utilization. 
Vitamin D supplementation is advised for young, poorly growing kids and goats in confinement and exposed to little sun-
light. 
     Vitamin A - Deficiencies of vitamin A or its carotene precursors or interference in their conversion are impli-
cated in reproductive problems in goats, although more studies exist on cattle and sheep and species differences 
have been noted. Vitamin A is essential for normal spermatogenesis. It is also essential in combatting various res-
piratory and gastro-intestinal diseases as well as parasites. Vitamin A is required for normal visual function, as well 
as healthy skin and mucous membranes. Protein deficiency in the feed, high energy rations, heat stress, phosphorus 
deficiency and presence of nitrates or nitrites in feed can interfere with proper vitamin A utilization or inhibit conversion 
of carotenes to vitamin A in goats. As a result, dead or weak kids may be born; even abortions or retained placenta may 
occur. Newborn kids may have low vitamin A reserves in the liver and suffer high mortality. Eye abnormalities are 
signs of more serious vitamin A deficiencies. This problem occurs more often during or after a dry summer. Green 
forages have abundant carotene supplies. Commercial supplementation of vitamin A is relatively inexpensive, as is that 
of vitamin D or E and all three are usually provided in commercial feeds in proper ratios, e.g. 5:1:0.01. 
     Selenium and Vitamin E - Retained placenta can be a selenium and vitamin E responsive disease when not 
caused by mechanical or pathogenic factors. Incidence of this problem can be markedly reduced with selenium and vit-
amin E treatment or supplementation, especially in those areas where the soils are selenium deficient. In the US, these 
areas include the East Coast, the Great Lakes region, New England, Florida, and the Northwest region. Selenium can 
be supplemented by feeding or injections. Deficiencies in growing kids can lead to white muscle disease. Vitamin E 
levels in goat milk are important as an antioxidant to extend shelf life. Specific vitamin E roles in improving goat repro-
ductive efficiency have been alleged for some time, but reliable evidence is difficult to obtain. 
     Salt and Trace Elements - Lack of salt will reduce voluntary feed intake and lead to various deficiency symp-
toms including emaciation, the urge to lick and chew dirt, shaggy dull haircoat, poor growth and wobbly gait. 
Normally goats need between 5 and 18 lb of salt per year, depending on size and production level; and should have 1 
% in their grain ration. Salt is also a convenient carrier for the trace elements needed by goats for normal repro-
duction. These trace elements are; zinc, manganese, iodine, cobalt, iron, copper and sulfur. Zinc and manganese in 
particular, affect spermatogenesis, libido and oogenesis when deficient. Goats appear to be different in the metabolism 
of many trace elements from cattle and sheep, e.g. iodine, iron, copper, molybdenum, but few studies exist involving 
goats. Young kids appear to be born with very low iron stores and are in early need of supplementation which cannot 
come from goat milk. Multiple feed supplies and liberal browsing and grazing should produce few trace-element defi-
ciencies except under high production conditions. 

Effects of Nutrition on Reproduction - continued 

Does on a high level of nutrition, bred to bucks with 
good nutrition, result in healthy, productive kids. 

Photo by Codi Kuss 
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State Fair Results - Open Class Shows 
DAIRY GOAT COMPETITION: 
Nubians: 
Champion Doe - Justin Johnson, Mandan 
Reserve Doe - Megan Monson, Venturia 
 

Champion Junior Buck - Justin Johnson, Mandan 
Reserve Junior Buck - Justin Johnson, Mandan 
 
Nigerian Dwarf: 
Champion Doe - Sunni Benson, Minot 
Reserve Doe - Sunni Benson, Minot 
 

Champion Junior Buck - Sunni Benson, Minot 
Reserve Junior Buck - Sunni Benson, Minot 
 
Recorded Grade: 
Champion Doe - Michael Norman, McCanna 
Reserve Doe - Jared Lovro, Norwich 
 
All Other Purebred: 
Champion Doe - Amber Bachmeier, Granville 
Reserve Doe - Matthew Pretzer, Dickinson 
 

Champion Junior Buck - Job Bachmeier, Granville 
Reserve Junior Buck - Job Bachmeier, Granville 
 
Non-Registered, Commercial: 
Champion Doe - Will Bachmeier, Granville 
Reserve Doe - Macy Monson, Venturia 
 

Champion Junior Buck - Will Bachmeier, Granville 
Reserve Junior Buck - Scott Lovro, Granville 
 

 
 

 

MEAT GOAT COMPETITION: 
Champion Percentage Doe - Bridget Kunz, New Salem 

Reserve Percentage Doe - Brekka Berger, Stanton 
 

Champion Fullblood/Purebred Doe - Bridget Kunz, New Salem 
Reserve Fullblood/Purebred Doe - Brooke Kunz, New Salem 

 
Champion Fullblood/Purebred Buck - Mace Stuber, Bowman 

Reserve Fullblood/Purebred Buck- Mark Lee, Powers Lake 
 

Champion Commercial Doe- Fletcher Hennessy, Des Lacs 
Reserve Commercial Doe- Wyatt Lodoen, Westhope 

 
Champion Overall Doe - Bridget Kunz, New Salem 

Reserve Overall Doe - Bridget Kunz, New Salem 
 

Champion Market Wether - Abbigale Steeke, Rhame 
Reserve Market Wether - Miranda Letherman, Adrian 

 
Champion Market Doe - Dylan Lachenmeier, Tappen 

Reserve Market Doe - Molly Rotenberger, Ludlow, SD 
 

Champion Overall Market Goat - Abbigale Steeke, Rhame 
Reserve Overall Market Goat - Dylan Lachenmeier, Tappen 

Justin Johnson with his Grand Champion Doe Peppy 
Photo by Melissa Johnson 

These girls enjoyed showing their Boer goats in  
both 4-H and Open Class competition. 

 
Photo by Evan Whiteford 

Congratulations to all who competed! 
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What dosage should be 
used and when should goats 

be vaccinated? 
Use the product as it is rec-
ommended on the instruc-
tions provided with the vac-
cine. 

Example: Clostridium 
perfringens Types C and D + 
Tetanus (C-D-T) Dosage: read 
and follow the label instruc-
tions as dosages differ slightly 
between manufacturers. 
 
When should you most com-
monly vaccinate? 

Bucks - Once a year 

Breeding females - 4 to 6 
weeks before kidding. By vac-
cinating does in late pregnan-
cy, some immunity will be 
passed on to the kids through 
the colostrum. 

Kids - Follow vaccine label 
instructions for timing and 
dosage, as both differ slight-

ly between manufacturers. 

If breeding females have been 
vaccinated before kidding, a 
common practice is to vac-
cinate kids at 8 weeks of age, 
followed by a booster 21 to 28 
days later. 

If breeding females have not 
been vaccinated before kid-
ding and you experience prob-
lems, it is a common practice 
to vaccinate kids at 2 weeks of 
age, followed by a booster 21 
to 28 days later. 

 

HEALTH CORNER - Vaccinating Against 

Enterotoxemia and Tetanus: Is it Necessary? 
Excerpted from North Carolina State University publication  

 

     It is generally advised that all goats be vaccinated against overeating disease 
(enteroxemia) and tetanus. Both of these diseases are caused by clostridial bacteria 
present in animals and the environment. Goats kept on marginal pastures and/or not 
fed grain may be at much lower risk for overeating disease, but they are susceptible to 
tetanus. Vaccines used for these diseases usually provide protection for both diseas-
es. These combination vaccines simplify herd preventive health programs and de-
crease costs.  
     Overeating disease is also known as enterotoxemia. It is an acute and often 
fatal disease affecting goats of all ages. The disease tends to be more deadly in 
young kids, and often in those which are the heaviest or fastest gaining. Overeating 
disease is caused by the bacteria Clostridium perfringens types C and D. These bac-
teria are commonly found in the soil, and are also present in the intestines of most 
normal goats. 
     The deadly action of these clostridial bacterial organisms is related to the bacteria’s 
ability to produce toxins which cause shock and nervous symptoms (type D), or that 
cause inflammation of the lining of the gut and diarrhea with blood (type C). 
     Under appropriate conditions, the clostridial bacteria in the gut rapidly grow 
to high levels and produce and release their deadly toxins. Most conditions fa-
voring clostridial bacterial growth are related to access to a grain or “rich” feed, 
especially when the animal is not accustomed to the feed. Sudden access to grain 
or a richer diet or any dietary changes, especially to a “richer” diet, favors clostridial 
bacterial growth in the intestines. Changes in feeding programs must be gradual, 
with a week or two or more allowed for a change from one type of feed to another. 
     It is also important to avoid over-consumption by kids, for example, after they 
have become excessively hungry.  
     What are the symptoms of overeating disease? There are many different signs 
associated with overeating disease. Goats can be found dead. Other signs include 
being down and/or having neurological signs. These can include twitching, star gaz-
ing, teeth grinding, fever, swollen stomach, diarrhea with blood, convulsions, and 
death within a few hours. 
     What is tetanus? Tetanus is a neurological disease caused by a toxin which is 
produced by the bacterium Clostridium tetani. This organism is very common in soil 
and in the manure of animals. Bacterial spores enter the body through wounds follow-
ing castration, ear tagging, disbudding, kidding, etc., resulting in signs of the disease 4 
to 21 days later. The toxin affects the central nervous system. 
     Symptoms of tetanus include stiff muscles, spasms, flared nostrils, erect/stiff 
ears and elevated tail. In addition, the affected animals have a difficult time opening 
their mouths, so the term “lockjaw” has been given to the disease. Animals can be 
hyper-responsive to stimuli. Eventually, the affected animals can go down and die. 
     There are several vaccines available for clostridial disease. A product labeled for 
goats is recommended. In case of any problems, you are always in a better position if 
the product is labeled for your specific use. 

1. C-D-T or 3-way vaccines: Clostridium perfringens Types C and D +Tetanus 

Toxoid in one vaccine. Choose one labeled for goats. 

2. Multivalent clostridial vaccine (such as 8-way vaccine) 

     One example of a multivalent product is Covexin 8, which has a sheep label. 
This product protects the animal for clostridial diseases other than enterotoxemia and 
tetanus. Although blackleg and malignant edema are common and costly infections in 
sheep and cattle, they are uncommon in goats. Producers sometimes have reported 
more adverse reactions with the use of a product like this. A multivalent product may 
be preferable in herds which have had problems with other clostridial diseases such 
as blackleg and malignant edema (gas gangrene). 
    The bottom line: A sickness in one goat or in the whole herd can cost much more 
when sick animals have to be treated compared to the cost of prevention. Some 
health problems cannot even be treated. Thus, prevention is the only sensible ap-
proach to goat herd disease management. 



YOUTH ARTICLE - Kari Fuhrman 
 
     My name is Kari Fuhrman, and my family and I live on a small 
hobby farm outside of Milnor, ND. We first got into goats five years 
ago when I found this sweet little Lamancha doe at the exotics auc-
tion in Lisbon. My mother's friend said we could keep it at her place 
until we got set up and got another one to keep it company.  
     So, once my mom agreed we bought her and that was what got 
us into goats. Shortly after we bought her my mom talked to her 
goat friend and she told us about a program she does for 4-H 
kids who want to get into goats. They can get a contract goat 
from her under the conditions that they don’t sell it; they breed 
it and sell the kids as market goats, and all buck kids are weth-
ered. The 4-H kids also have to do some paperwork at the end of 
the year about what they learned and things they did with their 
goats.  

 
     My brother got a goat named 
Lucy through this program and 
those were our first two goats: a 
Boer/Savannah cross named 
Lucy and a Lamancha cross 
named Snowfall.  
     Currently we have six 
breeding does and one buck. Our does are mostly commercial meat goats; Boer/
Savanna crosses, but I have two that are from Snowfall: Shimmer, a Lamancha Nubi-
an, and Delilah, a Boer/Savannah/Lamancha cross. We like the Boer/Savannah 
crosses because they are fairly hardy and good mothers. I kept Shimmer because I 
like the Lamancha looks and she has the elf ears. Delilah doesn’t have the elf ears. I 
bought her back from the person we sold her to when they were downsizing and now 
she has joined our herd again as a breeding doe. Our buck is 75% Savannah and 
25% Boer. We haven't used him yet, but he looks promising.  
     We show the goats we raise and sell the kids. I like goats because each one is 
unique and they all have their own personality. What I don’t like about goats is 
having to sell the kids for markets, and that accidents happen and sometimes you 
can’t do anything about that. I 
have learned lots of things by 
having goats. I have learned to 
give shots, watched a C-section, 
and treated severe anemia 
caused by parasites.   
     Raising goats isn’t always just 
fun and games, sometimes things 
go wrong but you need to take that 
situation and learn from it so you 
can try to avoid it next time.  

     My first goat Snowfall was probably the most special goat I 
have ever had. She was the one that would chase the dogs and 
made the dogs avoid the goats. She overcame a serious incident 
with parasites, that was so bad that she developed bottle jaw. That 
was the year we used the wrong dewormer. She loved everybody and 
was a wonderful mother. Just recently we lost her due to kidding trou-
bles, she was the one that needed a C-section.  
     I still have two of her kids, Shimmer and Delilah, in our herd. Our 
goats have done many funny things, one of those things was with 
our buck, Jet, and his wether friend, Strip. I had just gotten home from 
school and parked my car, when Jet jumped up onto the hood of my 
car, which surprised me because I didn’t know they were out. They 
jump on all sorts of things when they are out. They even get onto the 
roof of our house!  

Kari with Snowfall - the LaMancha cross doe that 
started her goat addiction.  

Kari’s brother Kris with Lucy. 

Left: Kari in the ring with Sparkle. 



 
Sometimes dur-
ing breeding 
season or with 
extra goats to 
winter over, we 
need a quick, 
extra shelter for 
our goats. 
Here’s one you 
can make. And 
you may al-
ready have the 
materials on 
hand! 
These can 
even be moved 
to new  
locations if 
needed. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To assemble, place one pallet 
standing so it is at its tallest and 
the other two pallets are on their 
sides. The pallets are then 
screwed together. A 2×4 is 
screwed to the bottom, front to 
hold it all together. The roofing 
material chosen is then screwed to 
the top. You can make a door of 
any material. If your goats have 
horns, you may want to add more 
boards inside the barn so they 
can’t get horns caught. 

 
 
 
 

 
to everyone who 

has donated cash, 
their  

time or other services 
to our association 

so far this year: 
 

Whiteford Family 
Iven Stottrup 
Deb McAvoy 
Codi Kuss 

Johnson Family 
Jacobson Family 

LeAnn Harner 
Jessica Berndt 

 

 

PROJECT CENTER - Pallet Shed  
 By Delci at www.ALifeOfHritage.com   

Materials needed: 
• 3 pallets 
• 3 2×4’s from a torn apart pallet 
• Screws 
• Roofing Material 
• More boards to enclose the 

sides so wind can’t enter 







Advanced 
Cheesemaking Class  

Saturday, November 30th 
(Date is still tentative.)  

Location: New Life on Main Church 
Harvey, ND  

Time: 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM  
Instructor: Deb McAvoy 

Pre-registration WITH payment is 
required by November 23rd.  

Registration forms and more information 
is available on www.dakotagoats.org. 

 
We are excited to offer this advanced cheesemaking class. 

We will cover basic cheesemaking information as well as hands on experience 
in culturing, cutting curds, pressing and aging. 

 
Cheeses that we will make include: Cheddar, Farmhouse and 12th Night. 

Learn in a relaxed environment .  
 

Cost: $30 for DGA Members; $20 for additional family member 
$40 for Non-DGA members; $30 for additional family member 

All materials are provided.  

http://www.dakotagoats.org


Join us for a look at a goat finishing facility.  
 

     VanWell Livestock is owned by Trevor and Travis VanWell. The operation was started 
by their father, Dion VanWell, in 1993 and was passed to them when their father unex-
pectedly passed away in 2014.Their grandfather Vic VanWell is well known in the sheep 
industry as well. The VanWell operation is one of the largest lamb feeders in the country. 
In 2017 they added a goat finishing operation. 
    They buy 1300-1500 goats at 40-60 pounds in mid-October and feed to a finished 
weight of around 90 pounds as long as market prices are right.  
     On the tour, you’ll see the entire operation as we discuss feeding, vaccinating and 
health issues, shipping, marketing, managing large numbers of goats, integrating herds, 
and challenges of feeding both sheep and goats. 

 

Goat Feedlot Tour 
VanWell Livestock 

Watertown, SD 
 

(Tentatively scheduled for late 
October or early November, 

weather permitting. 
Watch DGA website and goat 

groups on Facebook for details.) 

Photos courtesy of  
VanWell Livestock 

 

     Come see how Van-
Well’s feed goats on a 
large scale. 
 

     You’ll hear about feed-
ing, housing, handling, 
marketing strategies, etc. 
  
     See what you can 
learn that may help your 
own operation. 


